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Supporting the UK physical 
activity sector through the 
impact of Covid-19

Huw Edwards, CEO, ukactive



In this turbulent landscape we seek to raise the voice 
of our members and protect the future of the sector



Raising our voice with consistency of message



There are three key areas of focus for ukactive as we 
support the UK activity sector through this pandemic

1. Securing financial support for the sector

2. Development and activation of a reopening
strategy for the sector

3. Re-establishing the sector’s role in a post 
coronavirus nation



Obtaining the right level of financial support to reopen with confidence

o Provide faster access to loan support, ensuring that banks move quickly and remove 
the barriers that are preventing fitness and leisure operators from reaching it now, 
when they need it most.

o Provide earlier access to funding within the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme, 
making sure it is available in April to save up to 100,000 jobs by allowing 
organisations to furlough staff rather than make redundancies.

o Reduce the pressure from banks on landlords so that they can better support tenants 
from the physical activity sector, by removing the threat of winding up orders, 
Commercial Rent Arrears Recovery and statutory demand notices which threaten 
court action if rent is not paid within 21 days.

o Direct Local Authorities to provide flexibility and support in their contractual 
relationships with public leisure operators and trusts, as set out in the Government 
guidance published last month. 

o Provide relief from utilities and wider business payments by removing these financial 
pressures. 

o Ensure that insurers abide by the content of their agreements and pay out when 
organisations have cover for ‘business closure due to Government action’.

We’re calling on Government to:



Development and activation of a reopening strategy

ü Operational Process

ü Research

ü Campaign Activation

ü Strategic Communications

ü Government Engagement



1. Impact analysis: Understand 
the impact of Covid-19 on 
the leisure sector

(e.g. participation, finances, 
demographics, locations)

Making an impact through bespoke research

2. Recovery: Modelling the 
sector recovery scenarios after 
the lockdown

(e.g. short and long term 
recovery modelling, key 
segments that need to be 
targeted)

3. Action plan: Preparing the sector 
for the re-opening

(potential solutions and 
opportunities, key 
recommendations for 
consideration)



Providing consistent guidance

Facilities Operational People/Staff



Consumer activation campaigns to drive confidence & comfort in
activity and the sector

Making an impact through campaigns



We are appealing to government for regulatory change

Consistent interface with Key Departments has been key, as has collective messaging with
other representative bodies



The  increased importance of key community services

A digital revolution with new ways of working, playing and 
connecting

A  deeper understanding of what we value most

Preparing for a transformed landscape after Covid-19

A greater emphasis on prevention in maintaining the future of 
healthcare



Thank You
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Peter van den Brink, CEO of KlubbSverige 



Questions and answers

https://www.europeactive.eu/covid19


